o~ Tisbury
ﬂ Parish

% Council

Environment Committee — Minutes of Meeting
Held at 6.00 pm on Tuesday 16" January 2024 in the
Reading Room, High Street, TISBURY, SP3 6LD

MEETING MINUTES

(*responsibility for action)

Questions or Statements
No questions or statements were received.

Those present:
Councillors R Buck (Chairman), | Lacey, J Mason, F Corp - 4.

Also In attendance:

Unitary Councillor Richard Budden
B Cornish (Clerk)

One member of the public

EC 63.23 Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillors Hillier, Murray and Phillips.

EC 64.23 Declarations of Interest

Any Councillor wishing to declare interests should do so at this point:

a. Declarations of disclosable pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests already
declared in the Register of Interests: None.

b. Declarations of disclosable pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests not previously
declared in the Register of Interests: None.

EC 65.23 Minutes
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 215t November 2023.
- Approved; RB/JM.

EC 66.23 Matters Arising

To receive a report on the progress of matters discussed and actioned at previous
meetings:

Community Garden *Clerk

Still awaiting a response from the Treasurer regarding the accounts.

| wanted to feedback that there had been two positive responses from allotment
holders regarding volunteers and was hoping to discuss this at the EWC meeting. |
think next steps would be to get in touch with the current team of volunteers to
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arrange a meeting to discuss plans for the year ahead as well as any governance
issues that might need raising. | feel this would be best supported by a couple of
members of the council initially to help formalise the meeting and help to integrate
and best use any new volunteer experience. I'd be very happy to attend a meeting
but would feel more comfortable with one other to join me.

Women’s Environment Network *RB
Councillor Buck advised that she would circulate a link to the network.

Warm at Home
Clir Buck advised that the Nadder Community Energy initiative was being launched
this week and it was being carried out in conjunction with an energy assessor.

Community Tree Audit
Clir Buck proposed from the Chair and it was RESOLVED that the meeting be
opened to allow the Tree Warden, Andrew Graham, to speak.

He said he had started to gather information for the audit. With regard to the cages
around the trees in The Avenue, Wiltshire Council was happy for them to be
removed and, following a discussion, it was agreed that they could be unfurled and
stored in the Council’s garage in the Nadder Close car park.

He also said that he would talk to the Allotments Society to see if half an allotment
could be made available to grown on the seedling trees which he was currently
growing in his garden. He advised that there is an online training course for growing
trees from seed and if this were to be pursued, the community could start to
generate our own saplings.

Mr Graham also said that he had started to clear the stems of the trees around the
boundary at the play area which were suckering and in need of being cut back.
Councillor Buck advised that she intended to do some pruning at the entrance to the
community garden.

Councillor Buck reported on the following:

- Fruit tree pruning workshop — she said that given the weather was extraordinary,
it was well attended with 13 people. Dave Godden will plant the new trees very
soon.

- Sturminster Newton Town Council wish to work with Tisbury Parish Council and
have offered to hold a dead hedging workshop. Deadhedging would be a way of
using prunings from the orchard.

- Dr Tean Mitchell would like to work with the Environment Committee on a joint
project with Hindon Parish Council.

EC 67.23 Site meeting at Public Toilets

To receive a report from Councillor Buck on the site meeting with councillors and the
proposed plans for the area outside the public toilets including the installation of the
new ramp:

Councillor Buck reported that it had proved to be a useful site meeting. Stewart
Larter of Evolve is going to give the Council some wood chip free of charge. This will
be left at the site for spreading when ready.
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Councillor Buck said that she would speak to Castle Gardens in Sherborne about
donating some drought tolerant and low maintenance plants. *RB

EC 68.23 Biodiversity Policy

To consider the draft policy on Biodiversity and make a recommendation to the

Parish Council that it be adopted:

- Approved for recommendation to the Parish Council; JM/JB; unanimous
subject to the deletion of the churchyard from the table.

EC 69.23 Night Walk to observe nocturnal flora and fauna *“RB

To consider a proposal from Councillor Buck to organise a night walk in April 2024
with Steve Tonkin of the Cranborne Chase National Landscape and Gareth Harris,
bat expert, to observe nocturnal flora and fauna around the parish:

Councillor Buck gave a brief background report to her proposal and suggested that
the evening of either 4™ or 18" April as a possible date subject Messrs Tonkin and
Harris’s availability.

- Approved for recommendation to the Parish Council; JM/FC; unanimous.

EC 69.23 Wessex Water Event *RB/JM/Clerk

To consider and agree the arrangements for the event being held on Tuesday 23rd
January 2024 at 7 pm at the Victoria Hall:

Councillor Mason advised that all 3 speakers had confirmed their attendance.

A slide projector would be provided plus water jugs with glasses. The hall would be
set out in theatre style from 6.30 pm.

Councillor Buck will chair the meeting, give introductions and manage the Q&A
session at the end of the presentations.

EC 70.23 Date of Next meeting
Councillor Buck confirmed the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 20" February

2024 at 6 pm at the Reading Room.

With no further business, the meeting closed at 6.55 pm
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